ROME AND THE CHURCH
BEFORE beginning to discuss the Church,
I spoke of a Roman cleric who had played
a great part in the negotiations before and after
the reconciliation. The difference in the conversa-
tional tone had been disastrous. This venerable
priest had behaved as if the world knew nothing
whatever about the difficulties and dissensions
between the two powers. He ignored them almost
completely in the past, and wholly in the present.
He was the powerful but humble Jesuit whom
we know from Schiller's plays and from French
novels.
Returning to the question of the temporal
power, I began with Cavour's saying, "libera
chiesa in libero stato" (a free Church in a free
State), and asked Mussolini whether he accepted
the notion.
"Quite unrealisable with the Catholic Church,"
he retorted. "If you look closely into the phrase,
you will see that it has no meaning. There are
only two possibilities: complete separation of the
two powers, the State ignoring the Church; or
else the State joins hands with the Church for
the control of matters of common concern. Both
the State and the Church have to deal with the
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